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JC LITERATURE IN ENGLISH 

Paper 120/01 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

In the 2019 examination, candidates’ performance dropped drastically as compared to the 

previous year(s). Even though the text knowledge was fair, but most candidates had challenges 

in meeting the specific demands of the questions. Also, rubric infringement and lack of 

argumentative essay writing skills were the other major contributory factors to the poor 

performance of the candidates. The highest score was 49 out of 60 marks, whilst the lowest 

score was 2 out of 60 marks. 

It was noted that candidates have reverted to the poorest way of presenting their work. For 

instance, in the passage-based questions, candidates either re-narrated the passage or 

brought in information that was outside the chosen moment. In traditional essays, even though 

the text knowledge was fair, candidates only argued for one side. On empathic questions, 

candidates failed to capture the voice, moment given and the atmosphere. In poetry, 

candidates’ performance was disastrous as most of them failed to understand the demands of 

the questions, as such rendering their responses extremely wanting. 

Popular Questions among candidates in this examination were: 

Section A – Question 4 and Question 6 

Section B – Question 7 and Question 8 

Section C – Question 10, 11, 12,17 and 18 

The least popular Questions among candidates in this examination were: 

Section A – Question 1, 2 and 3 

Section B – Question 9 

Section C – Question 13,14, 15 and 16 
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                                                 SECTION A:  DRAMA 

The performance in this section was extremely wanting as compared to the previous year(s). 

The most popular text was ‘The Gods Are Not To Blame’ as compared to ‘The Merchant of 

Venice’. 

Comments on Specific Questions 

William Shakespeare: The Merchant of Venice 

Question 1 

(a) What feelings do you have as you read the passage? Remember to support your 

answer with detail from the passage. 

 

This question was well done by the few candidates who chose it. They were able to bring 

out various feelings towards the characters with supporting details that were within the 

confines of the passage.  Among other feelings that were brought out were that of 

admiration for Bassanio’s honesty in confessing his financial troubles and his concern for 

his dear friend Antonio’s misfortune at sea. They were also able to admire Portia for her 

alertness and cleverness in quickly realising that the letter had some bad news for Bassanio 

and sympathise with them that their romantic mood had been spoilt by the contents of the 

letter. Candidates also hated Shylock for his evil intents as described by Jessica and 

admired Jessica for her honesty despite that Shylock was her father. 

 

(b) What in your opinion does this passage reveal about the characters and relationship 

of Bassanio and Portia? Remember to support your answer with detail from the 

passage. 

 

Candidates fared very well in this question. They were able to identify Bassanio’s character 

as being honest, loving and caring. Portia’s character traits of being selfless, kind and clever 

were also identified. Candidates were able to see that Bassanio and Portia love each other 

and they are open with one another. Candidates gave support with details that were within 

the confines of the passage. 
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Question 2 

How far do you think Antonio’s description of Bassanio as “good” and honourable is 

justified? Remember to refer closely to the text to support your views. 

This was the least popular question among candidates in this section and their responses were 

extremely wanting. Candidates not only explored one side of the argument, but also used 

passage information on question 1 only, instead of exploring the text wholistically. They were 

expected to see Bassanio as good and honourable for his honesty about his troubles with 

money, his genuine love for Portia and the lengths he goes to in trying to save his dear friend’s 

life from Shylock. On the other hand, candidates were to see Bassanio as manipulative as seen 

on the way he manipulated both his friend Antonio and Portia. He was also very careless in the 

way he used his money. 

Question 3 

You are Portia just after Bassanio has chosen the correct casket. Write your thoughts. 

This was one of the least popular questions among candidates in this section and it was poorly 

done. Candidates failed to assume Portia’s voice at the given moment. They used details of 

the passage in question 1. Portia’s thoughts were to reflect her excitement for finally having to 

marry Bassanio and be looking forward to their life together.  She was to pat herself on the 

back for giving Bassanio the music clue. She was also to reflect and ridicule her previous 

suitors and be thankful to her father’s method for getting her a husband, which has worked in 

her favour after all. 

Ola Rotimi: The Gods Are Not To Blame 

Question 4 

(a) What are your feelings for King Adetusa and Queen Ojoula as you read this passage? 

Remember to support your answer with details from the passage. 

 

This was the most popular question in this section. However, candidates’ performance was 

very disappointing. They did not understand the demands of the question which required 

them to discuss their feelings towards King Adetusa and Queen Ojuola. Instead, they 

expressed their feelings towards what was happening in the passage. Candidates also 

focused only on the curse, rendering their responses very shallow. Candidates were 

expected to sympathise with them for giving birth to a cursed child. They were to admire 

Adetusa for being a good husband who comforts his wife even though he was in pain 

himself. Also, they were to be excited for them for having another son. They were also 
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expected to sympathise with Ojoula when her husband dies violently and for the attack from 

the Ikolu people. 

 

(b) What, in your opinion does the passage reveal about Odewale’s character? 

Remember to support your answer with detail from the passage. 

 

This was one question that was very well done. Candidates were able to identify Odewale’s 

character traits based on the passage with relevant supporting details. They were able to 

identify Odewale as a brave, ambitious, loving and caring person who helps a strange 

nation out of compassion. He was also to be seen as pompous and arrogant as he boasted 

about his abilities and his tribe. 

Question 5 

How far would you feel sympathy for the townspeople of the land of Kutuje? Remember 

to support your answer with details from the text. 

This was another popular question in this section. However, candidates’ performance was poor 

as they tended to use only the information from the passage in question 4 only thus rendering 

their responses very shallow. Candidates were expected to bring both sides of the argument. 

For instance, on one side, the attack from the Ikolu people after King Adetusa’s death would 

make one to sympathise with them. Candidates were also expected to sympathise with them 

for being affected by a strange sickness that kills them in numbers. On the other hand, 

candidates were expected not to sympathise with them for having brought the curse of the 

sickness upon themselves by breaking custom and appointed a stranger to be their king. Also, 

their dependence nature was to be condemned. 

Question 6 

You are Aderopo and you have just heard that King Odewale is the one who murdered 

your father, King Adetusa. Write your thoughts 

This question was very poorly done as candidates failed to capture Aderopo’s voice, moment 

given and the atmosphere. Instead, they were very angry at Odewale for killing King Adetusa 

and were determined to avenge his death. Aderopo’s thoughts were to reflect his shock and 

disbelief that Odewale is the one who killed his father. He was also to be conflicted on what to 

do. He felt sorry for Odewale and wanted to protect him from public shame.  
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                                       SECTION B: POETRY 

In this section, candidates’ performance was disastrous as they failed to meet the demands of 

the questions. It was also noted that they lacked knowledge of the poems. Quite a number of 

candidates also presented their responses in bullet points. 

Question 7 

In what ways do you find the above poem very interesting to read? Remember to refer 

closely to the poem for support. 

This was the most popular question in this section. However, candidates’ performance was 

extremely wanting.  They either paraphrased the poem or gave a general analysis of the poem 

without relating the details to the question, thus rendering their responses inadequate. 

Candidates were expected to see the beauty and yet danger of the tiger as interesting. They 

were also, to admire the skill and the tools used by the creator of the tiger. The comparison of 

the tiger and the lamb was also very interesting. 

Question 8 

Some poems deal mostly with emotions. Pick one poem from the following that you find 

particularly emotional and say why. Remember to support your answer with detail from 

the poem. 

Just a Passerby: Oswald Mbuyiseni Mtshali 

Sadism            : Mphicwa Dlamini 

This was another popular question in this section. Candidates did not perform well as they 

failed to interpret the word ‘emotional’. They had a challenge in remembering the details of the 

poems. Some candidates even used details from the poem Just a Word instead of Just a 

Passerby. In the poem Just a Passerby, feelings of anger, disgust and hate towards the 

speaker were expected and feelings of sympathy and sadness were to be expressed towards 

the victim. In the poem Sadism, feelings of sympathy for the speaker, feelings of hate and 

disapproval for the girl for being inhumane were expected. 
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Question 9 

Choose one poem from the following and say how the poet has dealt with the subject of 

love. Remember to support your answer with detail from the poem. 

The Woman I married: Edwin Waiyaki 

The Passionate Shepherd to His Love: Christopher Marlowe 

This was the least popular question in this section. However, those candidates who chose it 

did fairly well. In the poem The Woman I Married, candidates were able to identify that the 

speaker’s tone suggest a marriage that has gone sour. Both the speaker and his wife are not 

happy in this marriage. In the poem The Passionate Shepherd to His Love, candidates were 

able to express the speaker’s intense feelings of love for the girl and for nature. 
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                                              SECTION C: PROSE 

There was a notable decline in candidates’ performance in this section as compared to the 

previous years. Candidates did not understand the demands of the questions. Only Question 

17 was done exceptionally well. The most popular text was The Pearl. 

John Steinbeck The Pearl 

Question 10 

(a) In what ways does the writer make the situation in this passage so sad? Remember 

to support your answer with details from the passage. 

 

This was the most popular question among candidates in this section. However, the 

responses were extremely lacking. Candidates either re-narrated the passage or brought 

information that was outside the passage. The description of the way Juana and Kino were 

walking suggest the pain and tiredness they were feeling, therefore evoking feelings of 

sadness. Moreover, the reaction of the people as they saw them passing through the stone 

and plaster town was sad. Throwing the pearl back to the sea was the final nail to the coffin 

as Juana and Kino’s dreams of a better life were shattered with it. 

 

(b) What would you say about the characters of Juana and Kino and the way they relate 

to each other as you read the passage? Remember to support your answer with detail 

from the passage. 

 

Again, this question was poorly done. This was a two- pronged question where candidates 

were expected to explore both the character part and the relationship part. However, 

candidates focused only on the character, therefore rendering their responses inadequate. 

Candidates were expected to identify Juana and Kino as strong, brave and loving. Their 

relationship was to be seen as that which had mutual respect and support for one another. 

Question 11 

“Sometimes it is believed that luck also brings evil forces”. With close reference to the 

text, support this view. 

This was another popular question in this section. Candidates’ performance was lacking as 

they tended to narrate the story of the pearl without stating how the evil forces came about 

after Kino had found it. They were expected to explore the reaction of the different people 

around Kino after they heard the news that Kino has found the great pearl. For instance, the 

Doctor, the Priest, the Pearl buyers, the Neighbours as well as the trackers. 



JC 2019 Literature in English Examination Report 

10 
 

Question 12 

You are Kino at the moment you are hiding at Juan Tomas’ house. Write your thoughts. 

This question was not done well as candidates failed to assume Kino’s voice in the given 

moment. Instead, they reflected thoughts that were beyond the frozen moment at Juan Tomas’ 

house. Kino’s thoughts were to reflect his terror that his family was in grave danger. He was to 

be grateful to his brother for hiding him and his family. He was also to be determined not to 

give up the pearl and have plans to escape in the cover of the night to sell his pearl in the north. 

Kagiso Molope: Mending Season 

Like in the previous years, this was the least popular text among Centres. 

Question 13 

(a) What, in your opinion does this passage reveal about Mmamane Malesedi’s 

character? Remember to support your answer with details from the passage. 

 

The few candidates who attempted this question did very well. They were able to identify 

Mmamane Malesedi as a strict, assertive and ambitious woman. She was also bitter and 

unaffectionate.  Some candidates saw her as lazy and ungrateful. 

 

(b) What are your feelings as you read this passage? Support your answer with details 

from the passage. 

  

Again, candidates’ performance was impressive in this question. They were able to bring 

out a variety of feelings for the different characters in the passage with relevant supporting 

details. Feelings such as sympathy for Malesedi for her unhappy life, amusement at Tshidi’s 

reaction when Malesedi comments on adults being home, admiration for the other sisters 

for their patience in putting up with Malesedi. They were also to admire Malesedi for her 

ambition to have her own business.  

Question 14 

How far do you consider Mrs. Allison as a fit principal of a multi-racial school? 

Remember to support your answer with details from the text. 

This was the most unpopular question among candidates in this section and it was poorly done. 

Candidates failed to adhere to the demands of the question and brought only one side of the 

argument. They were expected to on one side give reasons why she is fit to be a principal. For 

instance, her school being the first to integrate and allow black students into a previously whites 
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only school. Also, the appointment of the first black head girl and her welcoming remarks on 

the first day of school. On the other hand, the way Mrs. Allison handled the netball court incident 

left a lot to be desired. She was biased and took sides with Beth because she was white. 

Appointing a coloured girl and labelling her as black was also not authentic but a showoff to 

the media and as such she is not fit to be a principal in a multi -racial school. 

Question 15 

You are Mma Motsei, Tshidi’s neighbor, at the end of the story. Write your thoughts. 

This, as well, was another least popular question as very few candidates attempted it. 

Candidates failed dismally to capture Mma Motsei’s voice at the end of the story. Instead they 

reflected her as still being mean and judgmental towards the Masemola’s. They were expected 

to reflect feelings of regret and repentance in the way she has been treating her neighbours 

and was to admire them for the great strides they have taken to send Tshidi to a prestigious 

school in town. She was to wonder as to how they have managed to get the money as the 

school is expensive.  

Velaphi Mamba (ed): Africa Kills Her Sun 

This was one of the popular texts among centres and candidates who attempted questions on 

this text performed very well. Question 17 was the most popular and the performance was 

good. 

Question 16 

(a) What are your feelings as you read this passage?  Remember to support your answer 

with details from the passage. 

 

Candidates performed very well in this question. They were able to bring out a variety of 

feelings for the different characters with supporting details that were within the confines of 

the passage. Feelings such as hate and disgust for the missionary on the way he treats his 

congregants were evident. Also, feelings of sympathy for Galethebege for being 

excommunicated from church and admiration for Ralokae for standing his ground and 

following his custom were expressed. 

 

(b) Describe the character of the missionary and the way he relates to the members of 

his church. Remember to support your answer with details from the passage. 

 

Again, candidates performed very well in this question. They were able to identify the 

missionary’s character traits as racist, hypocritical and judgmental.  He treated his member 
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as non-human and expected them to follow every detail of his commands even if it was 

against their will. He also bullied and excommunicated Galethebege when she went against 

his will. 

Question 17 

Why would you find yourself sympathising with Ha’penny in the story Ha’penny? 

Remember to support your answer with detail from the text. 

This was the most popular question in this text and candidates’ performance was exceptional. 

Candidates not only displayed thorough knowledge of text content but were also critical in their 

responses. They were able to find numerous reasons to sympathise with Ha’penny and gave 

relevant supporting details from the text. For instance, the overwhelming desire to have a 

family, Mrs.Maarman’s rejection, the sickness and the eventual death of Ha’penny made one 

to sympathise with him. 

Question 18 

Imagine you are Mabhekzo at the end of the story. Write your thoughts. 

In this question, candidates did not perform well. They failed to capture Mabhekzo’s voice. His 

thoughts should have reflected a guilty and repentant person who is determined to change his 

lifestyle after being diagnosed with HIV. He was to wonder what eventually happened to 

Hlengiwe on the fateful day he had tried to rape her. He would also have been grateful to the 

herd boys who rescued him. 

Recommendations 

 Candidates should be trained on how to choose questions correctly; adhering to the 

instructions of the component as failure to do so results in rubric infringement which 

disadvantages the candidates as observed in this year’s examination. 

 Like the previous year, it was noted that candidates chose two questions from the same 

section or text. The requirement is that: candidates should choose two passage-based 

questions and one essay OR two essay questions and one passage-based, from the 

different sections of the examination paper. 

 In poetry, the focus should be on the language and its effect, not in the mere interpretation 

of poems as these interpretations tend to be too general, vague, out of context and 

misleading. 

 Candidates should be given ample practice in the different types of questions so that they 

can respond accurately to different genres. 
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JC LITERATURE IN ENGLISH 

Paper 120/02 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

The candidature increased slightly in 2019. A great improvement was noted in the performance 

of candidates in this component. It was also noted that the conventions of essay writing were 

adhered to as a result there were few cases of responding to the questions using bullet points. 

This therefore resulted in a fewer candidates presenting grossly irrelevant answers. 

Structure of the paper 

The paper had two set questions. Question one was an extract from a prose text and question 

two was a poem. Candidates were required to respond to either question one or two in 1hr 30 

minutes. Each question carried 20 marks. 

Comments on specific questions 

Question 1 

What feelings are evoked in you as you read this passage? 

This question was by far the most popular choice among candidates. The passage was about 

a hyena which was terrorising a particular village. Its brutal deeds were even known and 

experienced in Lesotho. It even devoured one of king Moshoeshoe’s wives. Even hearing 

about it was enough to make people tremble in terror. Its reputation made the people also 

believe that ‘it was a hyena made from a lump of bread, a hyena of witchcraft.’ 

Candidates were expected to express their feelings as they read the passage. They were 

required to identify moments and situations that evoked a variety of feelings. Good responses 

were expected to show a clear understanding of the passage and task and display the ability 

to identify and explain the reasons for their feelings. They were also required to explain key 

words and expressions that bring out their feelings and also display an in depth understanding 

and awareness of the moments and situations that arouse their feelings. 

Weak responses were those that showed very little awareness of what the passage was about 

and what the demands of the task were. Some also displayed an elementary understanding of 

the passage and some awareness of task but made very sketchy and disjointed comments. 

Others merely paraphrased relevant details but did not comment directly on them. 
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Factors affecting performance in question one 

 Misunderstanding of what a hyena is 

 Misunderstanding of the hardship that Chaka faced. ‘Chaka himself was made to sleep by 

the door…’ It was misinterpreted as Chaka’s bravery and heroism. 

 Failure to give a variety of feelings as per the demands of the question. 

 Responding to the passage without going through it as a whole, thus ignoring other 

situations and moments. 

 Failure to give relevant supporting details. 

Question 2 

Read the poem below and explain how it is a vivid portrayal of brutal cruelty.  

This question was the least popular.  A majority of candidates shied away from it. This poem 

depicts a clear picture of brutal cruelty on the puppy through the way it is dumped .The situation 

is moving and sad regarding the way the puppy is found – as though dead. 

Candidates who performed well in this question were able to clearly articulate the awareness 

of the dog’s experiences and feelings; gave a convincing analysis of how these have been 

communicated to the reader. The most able candidates were those that displayed a sensitive 

response to the words of the poem. Their responses were supported by well selected examples 

with useful comments on the poet’s use of language. 

Weaker candidates’ understanding of the situation presented in the poem was vague. Their 

Comments were sketchy and disjointed and they did not even highlight the picture of brutal 

cruelty experienced by the puppy. They did not come up with specific and relevant parts from 

the poem to substantiate their views. 

Factors affecting performance in question two 

 Mere narration 

 Misunderstanding the poem 

 Paraphrasing without useful comments 
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Recommendations 

 Train candidates to identify and explain the effect of literary devices and the choice of words 

used. 

 Help candidates by giving them different situations where they will identify a variety of 

feelings, name them and explain clearly why they get such feelings. 

 Train candidate to do proper question analysis 

  Encourage candidates to read independently to enhance understanding. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


